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What are temporary works? 

Temporary works are the short-term parts of a construction project 

needed to enable the permanent works to be built. They protect, support, 

provide access to, or enable construction of the permanent works. 

Common examples on construction sites include access scaffolds, 

excavation shoring, and formwork or falsework.  

Temporary works are governed by BS 5975:2008 "Code of practice for 

temporary works procedures and the permissible stress design of 

falsework”. In some cases, temporary works are eventually incorporated 

into the permanent works, but usually they are removed once they are 

no longer needed.  

Categories of temporary works 

Not all temporary works are equal in complexity or risk. They can be 

broken down into three broad categories which are outlined below, with 

examples. 

Simple or potentially low risk temporary works include: 

• Standard scaffolds 

• Formwork, hoarding and fencing up to 1.2m high 

• Simple propping schemes with one or two props 

• Shallow excavations less than 1.2m in depth 

More complex or potentially medium risk temporary works include: 

• Falsework and formwork, hoarding and fencing up to 3m high 

• More complex propping schemes with multiple props at a single 

level 

• Excavations up to 3m in depth 

• Simple design scaffolding 

Complex or potentially high risk temporary works include: 

• Falsework and formwork, hoarding and fencing over 3m high 

• Working platforms for crane and piling rigs 

• Tower crane bases 

• Façade retention schemes 

• Complex propping schemes with multiple props on various levels 

• Jacking schemes 

• Complex design scaffolding 

How do temporary works pose a danger? 

The potential consequences of unsafe crane platforms or façade 

retention props are self-evident, with the potential to cause a 

catastrophic incident. But there are other, less obvious dangers posed by 

temporary works. Something as simple as a missing toe board on a 

scaffold, or the wrong fixing on a site hoarding could cause a serious 

accident. It’s often smaller items, which are perceived as low risk and do 

not have a formal inspection process, that cause accidents. For instance, 

a site handrail or wooden step built to address a change in floor level will 

generally be used until it breaks or becomes obviously unsafe, by which 

time it could already have caused a fall and an injury. 
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Why are temporary works not always controlled on 

site? 

Due to their transient nature, and the fact they are usually in a place to 

enable other works or access, temporary works are often forgotten 

about or taken for granted. How many times have you walked past a site 

hoarding without giving it a second thought? Or inspected external 

works from a scaffold without checking it first? These scenarios are 

common on most building sites. Once temporary works are installed, 

they often just become part of the surroundings and are considered safe 

until it is too late.  

 

How can we control temporary works? 
 

Temporary works should be controlled in a similar fashion to all works on 

site. By implementing a system to manage and monitor them as we 

would other items, we can greatly reduce the risk of accident and injury 

and help protect everyone on site. 

 

Temporary works should be: 

Planned – Some temporary works will require planning, especially if they 

are more complex or potentially pose a higher risk. These include 

designed scaffolds, falsework and formwork for concrete pouring, or 

shoring techniques such as sheet piling and waler beams.  

Managed – All temporary works items should be recorded on a 

temporary works register, no matter the complexity or perceived risk. 

This register should include a description, installation and removal dates, 

a design reference if applicable, conformation of design approval, and 

any permit requirements. When there are a significant number of 

temporary works items on the register, a qualified Temporary Works 

Coordinator should be appointed to the project. 

Monitored – Due to their transitory nature and potential for change, 

temporary works should be inspected regularly to ensure their safety 

and stability. The type and frequency of monitoring will depend on the 

nature, complexity, and potential risk of the temporary works. For 

example, a statutory seven-day inspection is required for a scaffold, a 

permit to load system should be in place for falsework and formwork, 

and a daily inspection for an excavation. 

 

By applying these three basic steps of construction management, 

temporary works should pose no more danger on sites than other works. 

In most cases a daily or weekly check by a competent person is all that is 

required for the safe management of temporary works. 

 


